
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Old Letters oe the Seventeenth Century. 237 

LIBBAEY OF DE. GEOEGE HACKE. 

Among the influential Germans who settled on the Eastern 
Shore in the early days of the colony was Thomas Harmanson, 
"a German born in the Dominion of Brandenberg, but now an 
inhabitant in Northampton Co., professing the Protestant re- 
ligion." (Deed in Northampton county records, dated October 
24, 1684.) Still earlier was Dr. George Hacke, "born in 1623, 
practieioner in physieke, a high German born in v 6 city of Collyne 
under y 8 Palatinate." (Same records.) Both left descendants in 
Virginia.* The will of Dr. Hacke was dated March 5, 1664, and 
was proved April 17, 1665; names wife Ann as sole executrix; 
gives a cow calf to each of his servants and makes Major Gold- 
smith and Capt. Howell guardians of his three children. 

His inventory mentions a hall, middle room, entry, inward 
room. Total value of personalty, 20,347 pounds of tobacco. 

His library, inventoried 26 June, 1665, was : 

High German and Dutch Boohs — ffive books in f ol., 100 ; twoe 
bookes in 4to, 060 ; 4 bookes in 8to ; 8 bookes more in 8to, 080 ; 
3 bookes more in fol., 050; a pareell of old bookes, 050. Latin 
Boohs — 17 bookes in 4to and large 8to, 340; 37 bookes some in 
8to, 12mo and 24mo, 350. English Boohs — One Bible and 8 
small books, 100; 11 paper bookes, 150 (pds. tobacco). 

(For the period this library was a large one.) 



OLD LETTEES OP THE SEVENTEENTH CENTUEY. 

In an old record book of Charles City county are found recorded 
some letters of the seventeenth century which are interesting for the 
light they throw upon those times. There were two important causes 
which for many years brought emigrants to Virginia — the tobacco trade 
and the civil wars in England. Merchants, as a rule, are averse to war, 
and many prominent merchants of London, Bristol, Plymouth and other 
English cities sought the El Dorado that lay beyond the seas. "I would 
wish I could heare in w* condicon yu live in, for I fear if these times hold 
long amongst us, we must be all faine to come to Virginia." So wrote 
William Hallam, a Salter of Burnham in Essex county, England, to 
Daniel Llewellin, one of the justices and a captain of militia in the 
county of Charles City. In 1636, Robert Hallam obtained a grant of 
1,000 acres in Henrico county, Va., on the James river, opposite to 

* Thomas Harmanson was ancestor of Senators Henry Tazewell and 
Littleton Waller Tazewell. 



238 William and Mart College Quarterly. 

Falling Creek, for importing twenty persons into the colony. In 1637 
he obtained a patent for 1,000 acres — probably a confirmation of the 
former grant. He was dead before May 6, 1638, since at that time "Ann 
Hallam, widow, and the heirs of Robert Hallam," obtained a grant for 
1,000 acres due them by virtue of a deed of bargain and sale from 
"Arthur Bayley, merchant." Anne Hallam appears to have married, 
secondly, Daniel Llewellin. 

This latter in 1642 patented 856 acres near Shirley Hundred on James 
river, which grant in 1666 was confirmed by another patent to Daniel 
Llewellin, "son and heir of the aforesaid Capt. Daniel Llewellin." The 
son, according to the records of Henrico county, was born in 1647, and 
calls himself in 1677 "son-in-law (step-son) of Capt. John Stith," which 
seems to show that Capt. Stith married Capt. Daniel Llewellin's widow, 
and doubtless second wife, "the sister unknown," in 1648, mentioned by 
William Mason, and the probable mother of Daniel Llewellin, the second. 

This second Daniel left no sons, but a sister appears to have married 
Col. Littleberry Epes,* of Charles City, since Llewellin Epes was his son. 

Mr. Arthur Bayley had a lot in Jamestown, besides other plantations 
in Virginia, and Mr. Roger Preston, who is also mentioned in these let- 
ters, was also a resident of Virginia. In 1752 Lewis Hallam, who was 
the principal tragedian in America before the Revolution, made his dSbut 
in the theatre in Williamsburg. 

William Hallam to Capt. Daniel Llewellin. 

Brother Llewellin, ... to hear of ... y* the Lord if 
it be his pleasure ... I praise God I and my wife .... 
health with y* rest of o r friends duely . . . are like to continue, 
. . . but o 1, kingdom is in a sad condicon (war) waiging still 
amongst us so y* tradeing . . . and his family that hath lived 
well (has been) brought low to want. Concerning the tobacco 
y u intend to send me y e next year, I have taken order . . . Ar- 
thur Baley to take it in and do desire to take bills of lading from 
him in my name. I am satisfied y* whatever y u will and bring 
151 freight and caske ... I desire y u good brother that it 
may be good tobacco and that I may not fail of it this retorne 
of Mr. . . . according as y u have written y u will do and I 
heartily thank y u for y r pains in it. I hope when it shall please 
ye Lord to send it to my hands I shalbe in some capacity to send 
y u and my sister something unto whom I desire y u that both mine 
and my wife's love may be remembered and to y e rest of your 

* The emigrant Epes was Lieut. Col. Francis Epes, who was father of 
Lieut. Col. Francis Epes (1628-1678), who married Elizabeth (Little- 
berry ? ) , and was father of Col. Littleberry Epes, of Charles City county. 
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children. I have spoken to Koger Preston about his tob° and w 4 
he intends to do in it I know not, but howev r for my pt I accept 
of yo r pffer and shall be ready to give y u what discharge y u shall 
require, if Mr. Bayly doth not. I hope y u have and will do what 
y u can for me in it and I desire y u to be careful of my sister 
Mason that she may be satisfied for her debt. I would wish I 
could heare in w 4 condicon y u live in, for I fear if these times 
hold long amongst us, we must be all faine to' come to Virginia. 
Thus w th my desires of all yo r good healths and love to all o r 
friends remember 3 , for p r sent I committ y u to God resting 

Yo r Lo : Brother, William Hallam. 

Superscr. 

To his very loveing Brother Mr. Daniell Llewellin at Shirley 
Hundred, I pray deliv. in Virginia. 
Bee. Sept. 24, 1656. 

William Mason to Capt. Llewellin. 

Loueing Brother, 

It is fallen unto me by reason I marryed w th yo r sister-in-law 
M rs Margaret Mason to write y u in answ r of a Lre y 4 y u writt unto 
her bearing date ffeb r y e -f- 1647, and whereas y u delvd to her ex- 
ceptions, as it doth app r by yo r Lre, of a Lre y* was writt unto y u 
by my wife's son, she gaue no such ord r as to write anything y* 
might iustly discourage but y* I shall entreat y u to pass by as pro- 
ceeding from a very young man, but these are to give y u to under- 
stand that w th in this month or 6 weekes at farthest I haue reed 
for this 3 hds of tobbo of M r Llewellin is . . . what I could 
get of them w ch was but of small value and I do understand was 
bad . . . that these were the first three sent ?p agreement, one 
year being neglected since y u sent ou r the first 3 hhds, and there- 
fore yo r sister doth entreat y u and I shall also entreat y u likewise 
that y u will send ou r so much as will make up the number due by 
agreem* for time passed. I will assure y u that we haue had 
sev r all great losses that haue befallen us and o r charge is greater 
by reason of y e differences that are in o r kingdom, tradeing is 
dead y* we must of necessity labor to compass what is abroad 
... if possible. Mr. Bayley can certify y u w 4 . . . and M r 
Lewellin for y 4 tobb. pray y u be pleased to take y* contents thereof 
unto yo r brotherly consideracon and let us heare from y u as soon 
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conveniently y u may if possible by y 6 first retorne. So not doubt- 
ing, with my kind loue and best respects unto y u and my sister 
unknown as also my wif es I committ y u and all yo™ to y 8 ptecon 
of y 8 Almighty, and will eu r rest 

To r Loueing Brother, W. Mason. 

London y 8 19 th of 7 b8r 1648. 

I thought good to acquaint y u and my sister that my little cou- 
sin yo r son-in-law is very well and prettie scholler I hope y u will 
haue comfort of him. 

Supscr. 

To his Loueing Brother M r Daniell Llewellin liveing in Vir- 
ginia in Shirley Hundred these p r sent. 
Pray M r Bayley deliv r this w th yo r owne hands. Eee. April 14 th , 
1657. 

Louing Brother, yo r Lre ^ M r Bayley I have rec d dated y e 4 th 
of Mc h 1649 . . . unto me y* you will pay M r Bayley ffreight 
at y 8 rate y u sell it in Virginia . . . 50 1 of tob° and easke 
and yo r bushell and the rest. You say you will pay in tobb and 
caske according to agreement w oh I freely yield to any reasonable 
motion, but as for ... I shall be a great loser 'considering y 8 
great charge that will ev ry way arise upon y e same. I would 
rather that y u would sP forme y 8 agreem* that was made w th Mr. 
Bayly w ch I hope y u may ^ forme Brother y u write of yo r hin- 
drances that y u haue had, the truth is both my wife and myself e 
are very sorry to hear of it but y u know that we must look for 
troubles in this world. Man is borne to sorrow as the sparkes 
fly upwards. Our Sauiour saith y* in the world y 8 shall haue 
troubles but in another y 8 shall haue peace. God giues us a liuely 
faith to get with Jesus Christ in whom is peace y* passeth all 
understanding, though we may meet with troubles here yet to 
learne that lesson that y 8 apostles hath taught us in all condicons 
to be content and willingly to beare y u punishment of o r iniquitys 
laboring to keepe faith and a good conscience in all things. 
Brother it is not my desirt to presse y u beyond yo r abilitie w° h is 
best knowne to yo r self e only keepe a good conscience w ch I hope is 
yo r endeauor the business y* is in difference betweene us cannot 
be denyed, but it is a due debt from y u to me and my wife and 
truly there is so many of little children y* claime also a portion in 
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it and I must inf orme you y* o r trading since o r troubles began 
in England is much decayed and since I was married to yo 1 sister 
there hath been much of y 6 estate lost that both myselfe and she 
thought would have beene very good and therefore I would de- 
sire you to take this into yo r consideration. For my p' I will 
reffer this businesse to M r Bayly and hope y* y u p'forme yo r first 
agreement, weh I do confirme by this my Lre, and if of necessity 
I must come to a new agreement I must and do by this my Lre 
refer the businesse to M r Bayly and w' he and you shall agree on 
I will stand to and do confirme by this my Lre only I desire that 
conscience I mean a good conscience may haue a share in this 
agreement that what shalbe agreed on may be with a good con- 
science and also p'f ormed and yo r little son-in-law Bo : Hallam is 
in good health and doth remember his duty to you and my sister 
his mother he is pleased and set prntioe to y e trade of a tailor to 
my son-in-law Wood that married with my wife's daughter Ann 
Hallam who is in a fine way of trade and liueth well and is a very 
honest man Make yo r acco* the boy is provided for and shall not 
want anything to y 6 best of my endeauor I beleiue other of his 
ff reinds beleive he is a very pretty witty boy and well approved of 
by his M r and also other of his freinds I have beene somewhat 
tedious but I hope y u will excuse me onely w th my kinde loue and 
my wife's rememb rces unto y u and my sister and committing y a 
and yo rs and all that y u haue unto y e blessing and pteceon of the 
Almighty Will ev r rest 

Yo r Lo : brother William Mason. 

Lond: y 9 21st of Aug. 1650. 
Superscr. 

To his Loueing brother, M r Daniell Llewellin this in Virginia 
I pray you. 

Mr. Bayly I pray deliuer this Lre with yo r owne hands. 

Bee. April 14, 1657. 

Loving Brother and Sister Lewellin my hearty love and cor- 
dial respects presented to you and all o r cousins how many I 
know not. I have not rec a any Lre from you for a long time not 
this 3 years I am certain, and I therefore know not whether y u 
are all liueing or how it hath pleased y e Lord to dispose of y u . 
I praise y 6 Lord y* I am at p r sent in good health w th Bobert Hal- 
lam your sonne who doth rememb r his duty to you love to all his 
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sisters and brothers if any, but it hath pleased y e Lord to take 
away from me my wife twoe yeares since and in my form r Lre 
I gave y u an aceo* of, which I hope y u haue or will receive so that 
I am as yet a single man and unmarried till it shall please the 
Lord to ord r it otherwise. 

Now brother and sister y 8 bearer hereof my kinsman Thomas 
Hallam eldest son of my late brother Thomas Hallam haueing a 
desire to go beyond sea in regard of a troublesome land that we 
haue and do Hue in, o r trade growing very very bad and haueing 
great losses at sea whereby that option wh ch was left him by his 
late father is much decayed I thought best with y 8 advice of 
his friends to comend him to you desiring of y u brother and sister 
that as I have beene and am careful to <Pvide for yours in such 
a way that if he takes good courses may another day this . . . 
helpe and comfort to y u and y e reste of his freinds so that . . . 
as much as in y u lyeth so long as he shall continue with yo be 
careful ou r him and advise him y e best way y u can whenever 
... his goods. Iamf more bold wth y u not that I doubt of 
yo r brotherly affeccons and loue to me wch I and my wife found 
whilst we continued in y r lande with wch I do thankfully ac- 
knowledge, to have a care ou r this young man in regard y* he is 
now far from his friends and perhaps the voyage may be some- 
what tedious to him not being used to y e sea, therefore I pray let 
him not want anything that lyeth in yo>" power to help him and 
I would desire that y e portion of tobacco wch is due to me from 
you to pay it ou r to him so that he may haue somewhat to send 
ou r into England this returne. I shall expect and be very glad 
to heare from y u by y 8 first in y e meantime. And my desires to 
God shalbe for y r health and prservacons committing you and 
yo rs to y 8 sPtecon of God I shall remain ev r 

Yo r affectionate Loueing Brother, 

William Hallam. 

Burnham in Essex, 20 th of 7 br , 1655. 

ffor his loueing Brother Mr. Daniel Lewelling at Shirley 
Hundred these I pray Delv r in Virginia. 

Eec d April 13, 1657. 

Loueing Brother, 

These are to give y u to understand that I rec'd yo r Lre dated 
ye jjth 0: f Aprill, 1655, wherein you do express yo r desire to heare 
from me and y* in regard y u grow auncient that y u are willing to 
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satisfie y* tobacco that is due unto me I give y u thanks for the 
same and do not doubt but y u will pf orme what y u so freely offer 
but I shall not send ou r for y e same, it so f ailing out y* my sonn 
in law Thomas Hallam is now entering upon a voyage for Vir- 
ginia and I hope shall deliv r this Lre himselfe into yo r hands if 
y e Lord be pleased to send him a safe passage with it please God 
so to do I beseech y u and my sister to give him kind entertain- 
ment as the sonn of my p r dear bro : Mr. Tho. Hallam ; truth it 
is he hath had crosses both by sea and land and by that means 
is put besides any calling here and upon sev r all debates between 
his uncle ¥m. Hallam myselfe and my wife and himselfe all 
did agree the best way was that he should goe for Virginia, him- 
selfe being fully resolved, having some good encouragement that 
he should come to a loueing uncle and aunt who would well ad- 
vise him and assist him that so he might be settled in some way 
for his future good as I have said before so beseech y u again to 
do him all y e good y u can and myself and my wife shall ev r rest 
obliged unto you and my sister, who I p'sume will not forgette 
y 6 courtesie of prdecessor. as for the tobb y* is due unto me I do 
freely give this same to my sonne Tho. Hallam be it more or less 
for my p* I have so little minded the same of late that I do not 
know how the acco. doth stand at p'sent, but shall reffer the same 
to yo r owne conscience and upon y r acco* shall wholly discharge 
you, deliv r over y e sd tobb to my sonne Thomas Hallam unto 
whom I do wholly consigne the same, but let him haue that y* is 
good and well cured and upon the receipt of a Ire from y u and 
my sonn that you have concluded the same, by y e next I will if 
God p'mitt send you a full and suffic* discharge, my sonn doth 
come on in the ship called the Adventur r , M r Young being Capt. 
and hath p a for his passage six pounds and he hath laded on 
board one long deale chist with beneficiall things in y e same to 
pass off in Virginia weh I pray good Brother let him haue yo r 
best advice in and that he may haue good goods for the same he 
hath also one boxe w th some other necessaries and one bed and 2 
blanketts wch I hope wth himselfe will all haue a safe arrivall at 
his intended haven; and further these are to giue you to under- 
stand that if att any time y* you think goode to send here ou r any 
hhds of good tobb . 1 shall be very willing and industrious to putt 
them off for you and to returne y u goods according to yo 1- ord r 
and shall as faithfully sP forme ev r y thing for yo r good and upon 
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as easie tearms as any you shall imploy, so comitting the contents 
hereof unto yo r consideracon, intreating yo r f av r and loue towards 
my sonn Thomas Hallam in ev r y ^Pt'cular that you are able to do 
him good in, I take leave wth mine and my wife's kind loue and 
best respects to you and my sister remembered and should be 
glad to see you both here in England in y 8 meantime I rest 

Yo r Loueing brother, ' William Mason. 

October y" 5 th , 1655. 
Supersc. 

To his much respected brother M r Daniel Lewellin. 

Eec. June 28, 1656. $'sent. 

Thomas Hallam's Beceipt. 

Be it known unto all men by these p'sents that I Thomas Hal- 
lam. Salter of London by order from M r William Mason and his 
wife my mother both of London af ores'd and also by virtue of a 
Lre of Attorney from William Hallam have remissed, released 
and quitt claime and always for them myself their or my heires 
or ass's do by these p r sents remise release and quit claim unto 
Daniel Lewellin of Essex in Virginia of and from all and all 
manner of assons as well reale as psonall debts accompts reck- 
onings bills bonds dues or demands as also of and from one 
bill of eight thousand seaven hundred fivetie pounds of tobb and 
cask due to the estate of my late father M r Thomas Hallam 
dec'd and any other matter or thing whatsoever weh they the said 
W m Mason and mother or the said W m Hallam or myself e or their 
or my heires exor 8 admn" or ass s ev r had now haue or will shall 
or may hereafter haue against the s a Daniell Lewellin, his heires 
or ass s for touching any matter cause or thing w'soever from the 
beginning of y e world to this p'sent day. In witness whereof I 
have hereunto sett my hand and seale this 14 th day of Aprill, 
1656. 

Eecognit in Cur. June 25, 1656. $ Thos. Hallam. 

Teste Hoel Pryse, 01. 

Teste James Crewes, John Artes, 

Eec. June 28 seq. 

Power of Attorney. 

Know all men by these p'sents that I Wm. Hallam of Burnham 
in ye com of Essex Salter have constituted ordained and in my 
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stead and place by these psnts do depute and put my welbeloued 
cozen Thomas Hallam of ye same towne and com. Salter to be my 
true and Lawfull Attorney in this behalfe for me and in my name 
to ask demand and receive all and all manner of such sums and 
quantities of tobacco as Daniel Llewelling of Shirley Hundred or 
elsewhere in Virginia as is due unto the sd Wm. Hallam afore- 
said. G-iueing unto my sd Attorney full power and authority to 
execute accomplish and pforme all and singular such other law- 
full acts and things as shall be expedient and necessarie in and 
about reconning of ye somes and quantities of tobacco in as 
large and ample maner as if I myself were there prsent and also 
upon the receipt of ye sd tobacco to give unto ye sd Daniel Llewel- 
ling full discharge of all reckonings and accotts between us 
whatsoever in witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
seale the 20th day of September in ye yeare of o r Lord 1655. 

William Hallam, ye seale. 

Sealed and delre a in y e pr'sence of Edmund Clouer, 
ye mk of H S Hugh Sherborn. 
Eecd Apr 13 th 57. 

Eeceipt oe Thomas Hallam. 

September 23 rd 1656. 

Eecd of Daniell Llewellin ye day and yeare above written two 
thousand two hundred eighty and four pounds of tobacco and 
cask whereof four hundred and twenty pounds is upon ye accot 
of my uncle W m Hallam in full of all accotts betweene him and 
ye sd Llewellin and thirteene hundred eighty and four pounds of 
tobbo upon a debt of 8750 lbs of tobbo and caske due from ye 
sd Llewellin to my mother Mrs. Margarett Hallam I say reed. 

Eec. Apr. 13 th 1657. 

pr. me Tho. Hallam. 

Eeceipt oe Edward Dumminger. 

1 st Pebr. 1650 Eecd of Daniel Llewelling upon accot of W m 
Hallam of London Salter 1 hd tobbo weighing grosse 4808 I say 
reed 3P me by order of Mr. Arthur Baley. 

Edward Dumminger. 

Eec. Apr. 13, 1657. 



